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decide immediately and remembering the old
father and household which he had left long ago,
he thought he might go to his village before
doing anything else.

Why, one may ask, should this man who
had given up everything in youth, forgotten even
that he was a follower of the Vedas, and become
an ascetic of the order of the Buddha, have so
late in life thought of his village ? This question
arose in Sariputra's mind. Yet for various reasons
it seemed to him necessary to go to*his village.
As a young man he had left his young wife and
her daughter as a burden on his old father. He
had no anxiety about the household; yet his
coming away must have caused great pain in it.
When he came away he had no idea that he
should not go back. But when he felt the impulse
for renunciation after meeting the teacher, he,
without a thought, gave up any idea of returning,
A text of the Vedic teachers advises man to obey
the impulse for renunciation when and where it
comes. When the impulse came to him, therefore,
he obeyed it without delaying even to go to his
village and tell his household or for any other
purpose. Some years later, he went with the
Buddha to Kapilavastn and saw there the way
in which the teacher had treated Yashodhara and